
together other community 
members interested in af-
fordable housing solutions  
and we created what has 
become Saratoga Commu-
nity Housing (SCH.)   
     SCH is a local grassroots 
membership organization    
run by volunteers dedicated 
to building better communi-
ties.  Their passion and com-
mitment benefits the entire 
community. 
     Not everyone has the 
time or interest in serving on 
a Board or Committee, how-
ever, for those who can, it 
provides a rewarding experi-
ence and opens the door to 
other opportunities  for com-
munity involvement.       
     You don’t need special 
skills to join in,  you just 
need a willingness to get 
involved on whatever level 
your time and resources will 
allow.  Some people find it 
easier to contribute finan-
cially to non-profit organiza-
tions rather than getting   
personally involved.  I chal-
lenge you to do both, invest 
your time and your money in 
our community. You’ll find 
this is a win - win situation. 
     Steve Gulliford, President 

    Over the past few years 
there has been a lot of talk 
about the lack of affordable 
housing across the country 
and right here on Whidbey 
Island.  However, few people 
have been directly involved 
with working on solutions. It  
seems like it’s always the 
same handful of people 
working together. We invite 
you to become a part of the 
solution and find a way you 
can be involved.  

    My first experience volun-
teering with a non-profit 
housing organization was in 
the mid 1990s.  For several 
years, I volunteered as a  
board member for Skagit 
Self-Help Housing.  Using 
the U.S.D.A.  self-help pro-
gram we assisted nearly 50 
Island County families to 
become homeowners. As 
that program came to a 
close I knew I was hooked. 
     Next, I volunteered as a    
founding Board Member and 
site selection chairman for 
Habitat for Humanity here in 
Island County. It was a great 
experience building homes 
for people who otherwise 
could not afford to own one. 
     In 2003, I was invited to 
participate in the start-up of 
Whidbey Island Share a 
Home (WISH). Serving as a 

Board Member, I 
saw first hand the 
increasing need 
for affordable 
housing.  
    It was evident 
we needed to do 
more, so after 
learning about 
Community Land 
Trusts, I gathered 

Volunteering Connects Us With Our Community 

     SCH Members Are Invited to Pitch-In on Habitat’s May Blitz Build 

    Habitat for Humanity of Island County 
(HFHIC) is gearing up for their May 31st 
Blitz Build.  They will build two new homes 
in just 7 Days.   

    SCH and HFHIC are working together to 
provide long-term affordable housing for 
lower income households in Island County. 
The Habitat building model keeps the    
homes affordable by using volunteer labor 
to build them. Local builders are donating 

their skills to build both houses. If  you’re 
interested in pitching in, you can volunteer 
to help on the support teams or the clean-
up crews.  

To volunteer on the North Whidbey home 
build contact: eckards@oakharbor.net 

To volunteer on the South Whidbey home 
build contact: hfhvol@whidbey.com 

Visit: www.islandcountyhabitat.org   Habitat for Humanity “Wall- Raising” 

Steve Gulliford, SCH President  

WE OFFER MANY  

FUN & INTERESTING  

VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

Outreach 

Engineering 

Photography 

Event Planning 

Graphic Design 

Envelope Stuffing 

Landscape Design 

Planning Meetings 

Attending Luncheons 

Technical Assistance 

Staffing Info Booths 

Color and Design 

Writing Articles 

Home Building  

Phone Work 

Fundraising 

Advocacy 

Etc... 
 

Let us know what your 
interests are: 

 

360-331-4248 
 

sch@whidbey.com 
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Saratoga Passages 

Join us for our: 

Building Affordable 

Communities  

Presentation  
 

Monday May 19th - 7:00 pm 

First United Methodist Church  

 1050 S.E. Ireland, Oak Harbor 

All are Welcome 



Spring Break Service Programs.    
I visited places and met people I 
may never have if it weren’t for 
these wonderful service learning 
opportunities.  
     Before entering graduate 
school, I took a year off to figure 
out what I wanted to do with my 
life.  Most of that time was spent 
serving in an AmeriCorps program 
on South Whidbey. I had a number 
of opportunities to work with teen-
agers and with “at risk” students.  
     My experiences as a volunteer  
and with service opportunities have 
made me the person and the 
teacher I am today. My desire to   
be involved and to help others has 
led me to a career in education. 
     It doesn’t matter what you call 
it: volunteering, community service, 
or service-learning, I’m grateful the 
value of social responsibility was 
passed on to me and I will do my 
best to pass it on to my students 
and someday to my own children.  
 

        Laura Pedlar -  SCH Member 

  Following the great examples 
provided by my family, helping 
others has been an important 
part of my life.   From a very 
young age I learned it’s my    
responsibility to help others and 
be involved in my community.  
      My first volunteer efforts 
started small with Girl Scout 
community service projects. 
These included anything from 
cleaning up parks to visiting 
nursing homes. I found this very 
rewarding and continued my 
work with the Girl Scouts 
through high school and 
beyond. 
    While In college, I vol-
unteered for Alternative 

SCH Volunteer Receives More When She Gives 

Saratoga Community Housing 
P O BOX 1002 
Freeland, WA  98249 

360-331-4248      

www.saratogacommunityhousing.org 

 

     The urgent need for affordable housing 
is the main reason SCH was formed, how-
ever the greater benefit of Community 
Land Trusts comes from building strong 
and sustainable affordable communities.  
     Creating a permanent stock of  afford-
able housing makes it possible for those 
who work in the community to live here as 
well. Homeownership opportunities give 
individuals and families a chance to invest 
in their own future, improve their financial 
position and contribute to the economic 
stability and development of the area. 

 

    SCH invites local businesses to join our 
“Business Circle” and show the commu-
nity that you value affordable housing  
opportunities for our work-force.    By sup-
porting our mission, and our work, you are 
supporting your employees, their families 
and many of the clients local businesses 
rely upon.  
      Make a meaningful contribution to 
SCH and an investment in our commu-
nity. Contact us at 360-331-4248 and 
learn how your business can be a SCH 
Business Circle Community Leader. 

   Join Saratoga Community Housing’s Business Circle  

 

 

 

 

SCH is a local grass-roots 
 member supported  

organization 
 

Be a Part of the Solution! 
   

    Annual Memberships start at: 
 

$15 per        $25 for a                                       
person              family 

 

We also accept donations of:  

 Time ◊ Services ◊ Money ◊ Land 
 

SCH Board of Trustees:  
Leo Baldwin,  Randy Enberg,  

Steve Gulliford,  Donna Keeler, 
Wayne Locke,   Bill Massey,  

 Michael Schuerlein,  Rob Voigt 
and  Debbie Torget  

 

 Executive Director - Sandra Stipe 
 [SCH is a non-profit 501(c) (3) organization]  

Laura Pedlar (right), celebrates  her  Masters 
Degree with her best friend, JoLyn. They first 
met when they joined Girl Scouts in first grade. 

Laura would love to teach here on  

Whidbey Island, however due to the lack 

of affordable housing and lower wages  

she could not afford to stay here. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________        

We appreciate the support of our Business Circle Community Leaders: 

Design Duo          Island Construction Inc.          Island Thrift      

 Richard Consulting Inc.      Rotary Club of South Whidbey        Richard S. Epstein Inc.  

Whidbey Island Bank      Whidbey Properties Inc.         Windfall Winery  

   

  SCH Business Circle window decal 
Call us and get yours now 


