
          While we may have breathed a    
collective sigh of relief at the passage 
of 2008, with itôs contrast of tremen-
dous turbulence yet sense of fresh 
hope and even jubilation, we surely 
know this year is going to require  
more of our steady determination to do 
what we can and what it takes to keep 
ourselves, our families  and our com-
munity healthy and vital. 
 

     More than 2.3 million American 
homeowners faced foreclosure proceedings last year, a 
staggering 81 percent increase from 2007.  Nationwide, 
more than 860,000 properties were actually repossessed.  
The absolute bottom line of this very disturbing freefall: 
these homes were not affordable to the owners.  Even if 
their homes were marginally affordable a couple of years 
ago to these folks, thereôs nowhere to go but down when 
interest rates soar and property values sink.  Far too many 
American homeowners found themselves victims of risky 
business and bad behavior. These are real people, and for 

goodness sakes now is the time to make a case for real 
responsibility coupled with real solutions. 
 

     Did you know that a Community Land Trust home is a      
permanently affordable solution ?  Less than 1% of CLT 

homes nationwide went into foreclosure last year. The 
homes you, as a supporting member of Saratoga Commu-
nity Housing, create are homes that are affordable today, 
tomorrow, ten years from nowé forever. Since these 
homes do not respond to market driven peaks and valleys, 
they are stalwart beacons of hope & stability in the best of 
times, and more importantly when the times are troubled. 
 

     Now, more then ever, we encourage you to spread this   
gospel far and wide: tell your friends, your family, your 
neighbors, and your co-workers about this great solution.  
Real solutions for real people, this is a very, very good 
thing.  Letôs put smart houses with smart mortgages into 
the hands of those hard working folks we want and need 
to live here.  Letôs keep them affordable now and forever.  
Letôs do the work, folks.  Roll up your sleeves and dive in 
with us... we need you !      

                                  Debbie Torget, SCH Board President 

Community Land Trust Homes: a permanent bridge in troubled waters 

Congratulations Carrie 
 

The Members of Saratoga Community Housing 
and the Nordhoff & Page families are thrilled to 
welcome SCH Member, Carrie Monforte, to her 
new home in the Scatchet Head Community of 
Clinton.  We celebrated with an Open House... 

Debbie presents Carrie with a house  
warming gift from the SCH members  

  

Homeownership Orientations:  
 

Attending an Orientation is the  
1st step toward becoming a Homeowner 

 

April 23rd  - 7:00 pm  
 Freeland Library 

 

April 28th - 7:00 pm  
Whidbey General Hospital, Coupeville 

 

May 12th - 7:00 pm  
Freeland Library 

  

May 28th - 7:00 pm  
Whidbey General Hospital, Coupeville 

 

Homebuyer  Education Classes: 
 

Held at Skagit Valley Community College 
Oak Harbor & Clinton   

Classes are Free - Registration is required  
for dates/times call: Wayne @ 360-679-7621 

 
Check our Website for more information  
www.saratogacommunityhousing.org 
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Saratoga Passages 

  Debbie Torget , SCH President 

     

Nancy Nordhoff (far left) shares history of 
the home she and the Page family donated  

Carrieôs neighbor checks out  
how the SCH program works  

Carrie & her mom,  
Linda, celebrate   

Warm wishes  
from  SCH Members 

Linda and Peter  

3-28-09 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2008 - Business Circle  

Members and  

Supporting Partners  
 

Banner Bank    

City of Langley  

 City of Oak Harbor  

  Curves in Bayview  

First United Methodist    

Glynneden Gardens  

 Habitat for Humanity   

   Interstate Label Co.  

   Island Construction Inc.  

  Island Tea Company   

     Island Thrift -Oak Harbor  

Jade Craftsman Builders  

Langley United Methodist  

  Morris Family Foundation  

The Paint Escape   

 Price Johnson Construction  

Richard Consulting Inc.  

Richard S. Epstein Inc.  

Ross Chapin and Associates  

 Rotary Club South Whidbey  

Service Alternatives Inc.  

South Whidbey Good Cheer    

Town of Coupeville  

Whidbey Island Bank  

Whidbey Properties Inc.  

Windermere Real Estate  

Windfall Winery  

 Worthington Custom Homes  

Saratoga Community Housing office moves to Cash Store  

Saratoga  
Community Housing  

 

Weõre a Membership Organization 
Become a Part of the Solution!  

   

    Annual Memberships start at: 
 

$15 for an individual    $25 for a family 
 

We gratefully accept donations of:  

 Time÷Goods÷Services÷Funding÷Land 
 

SCH is a non-profit 501(c)(3)- EIN# 20-5160723 
 

P O BOX 1002 
FREELAND, WA  98249 

360-331-4248       

www.saratogacommunityhousing.org 

SCH Board Members  Debbie Torget , Leo Baldwin  
and Randy Enberg in front of the new SCH office 

 

Join  
Saratoga Community Housing 

Fine Balance Imaging  
 Open Door Gallery 

for our  

OPEN  HOUSE  

Saturday - MAY  9th   
5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Live Music   *   Fine Foods 
Door Prizes  

       
    On February 1st SCH moved our office 
to ñBay-1ò in the Cash Store at Bayview 
Corner. Fully restored in 2004, the Cash 
Store is home to nine businesses and the 
perfect setting for local entrepreneurs to 
succeed in a rural based economy.  
 

    The Cash Store offers more than retail 
space and offices. It is a vibrant hub of 
community activity for both locals and visi-
tors, who shop, eat, learn, and play here. 
We are happy to be a part of this growing 
community center.  Please come visit us! 
 

Bayview Corner Where Commerce  
and Community Come Together  

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION  

Sunday April 19th 
 12:00-5:00 - Bayview Corner 

Puget Sound Energy & 
Saratoga Community Housing 

 Invite you to a program focused on 
Energy Efficiency, HomePrint home 

energy assessments, and the 
 Green Power Challenge.  

(Check our website for program time) 

In Memory of  
Marilyn Saunders  
11-6-39  to  3 -24-09  

   Since retiring to Whidbey  
Island in 2004, Marilyn was 
actively involved in the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church, 
the Lorian Association, a 
local Marimba Band and 
Saratoga Community Hous-
ing. She was also a mem-
ber of the Langley Library 
Board. Marilyn was a fun 
and caring Global Citizen.  

Bay- 1


