
    Saratoga Community Housing and Habitat for Humanity 
have access to the same public funding sources and so it 
makes sense to work together and pool those resources  
in order to serve as many people as possible.  We both 
have the same goalé providing homeownership opportu-
nities for lower income individuals and families. This in-
cludes our wage earning workforce, young families, sen-
iors on limited incomes and individuals with disabilities.   
    Habitat serves those folks at 50% or less of our Area 
Median Income (AMI.) Besides working with the Habitat 
Homeowners, Saratoga Community Housing also works 
with households between 50% and 80% of AMI because 
they still canôt afford to buy a home in this area.  The cut 
off is 80% due to the structure of most public funding 
sources.  
   What both organizations need now is land.  If you have 
land or a home you have no use for or no longer want to 
care for, consider donating it to SCH and weôll turn your 
property into your legacy. Besides giving an amazing gift 
to your community youôll also receive the tax benefits from 
making a charitable donation. You may also leave real 
estate as a charitable 
bequest in your will.  You 
canôt take it with you... 
and we promise to take 
good care of it. This is a 
legacy that will benefit 
your entire community 
forever. Please check out 
our web-site and give us 
a  call: 360-331-4248   

Another Habitat home  moves into the Community Land Trust ...   now all we need is more land 
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 Save the Dateé  

Saturday/October 17th - 1:00pm 
 

Saratoga Community Housingõs  

Annual Membership Gathering  
 

Weõre hosting a Pie & Coffee Social 

at the Mukilteo Coffee Roasters Cafe 

3228 Lake Leo Way , Langley  

(Come for lunch, stay for our gathering) 
 

Weõll be drawing the winner of our  

Fall Raffle Prize: 

A Magical Night at the  

Manresa Castle in Port Townsend  
 

Includes 1 night accommodations  & dinner for two 

  Habitat for Humanity 
has finished their 
20th home here on 
Whidbey Island.  A 
large feat for a small 
organization. It works 
because the need is 
great and the volun-
teers keep coming 
back and stepping up 
the pace.  Itôs all 

about working as a team pulling together donations of 
goods and services, funding, volunteer labor and home-
owner sweat equity. None of this would be possible with-
out the support of the greater community.  
   You may wonder what part Saratoga Community Hous-
ing (SCH) plays in this partnership. SCH becomes the 
ñstewardò of the land and the home. After Habitat has put 
tons of hard work and donations into these homes we 
make sure these subsidies serve lower income house-
holds forever.  If the initial homeowner decides to sell 
their home, they must work with SCH & HFH to sell the 
home to another lower income household.  This is how 
we keep the stock of truly affordable housing available for 
those who need it most.  Itôs also our job to help support 
the householdôs efforts to be successful homeowners. 
    In our wildest dreams we would have a surplus of 
available land for Habitat for Humanity so all they would 
have to do is build, build, build.  Unfortunately land is a 
very expensive commodity and securing the funding to 
purchase the land is getting more and more difficult.   

SCH Homeownership Orientations:  
Attending an Orientation is the 1st step toward becoming a SCH 

Homeowner.  Orientations cover eligibility , the CLT model of 
homeownership and application process.  Orientations are for 

anyone who wants to by a home now or in the future.   
September 24th & October  22 @ 6:30pm at Freeland Library  
October 7th @ 6:30 pm at Whidbey General Hospital Room B 

 

Homebuyer Education Classes: 
 

At Skagit Valley Community College in Oak Harbor & Clinton 
Classes are Free and open to anyone  - Registration is required  

For dates/times call: Wayne @ 360-679-7621 

  We thank the Rotary Club of South Whidbey   
The  Rotary Club of South Whidbey donated $750 
to purchase Homebuyer Education Manuals for the 
lower income households who attend our Home-
ownership Orientations and Homebuyer Education 
Classes. We appreciate their support of our work!!! 

 

Karan Reed from HFH (far left) turns her new 
home over to Laurie (center) and her sons 

Open House at Laurie's new HFH home 



 

 

 
 

 

Our members are the Heart & Soul of Saratoga Community Housing 

Saratoga  
Community  Housing  

 

Join our Membership and  
Become a Part of the Solution!  

   

    Annual Memberships start at: 
 

$15 for an individual    $25 for a family 
 

We gratefully accept donations of:  

 Time÷Goods÷Services÷Funding÷Land 
 

SCH is a non-profit 501(c)(3)- EIN# 20-5160723 
 

P O BOX 1002  FREELAND, WA  98249 
360-331-4248 

sch@whidbey.com       

www.saratogacommunityhousing.org 

A special ñThank Youó to 

the following folks who 
pitched in to help us raise 
friends and funding this 
summer:  
 

Siri Bardarson     

Kat Fritz  

Déjà Blooze       

The Jenne Farm  

Ronni Levin  

Mukilteo Coffee Roasters  

Vern & Martha Olsen  

Julie Mae Pigott  

Puget Sound Energy  

Rosehip Farm & Garden   

Serendipity Catering  

Steve & Laura Strehlau      

Mary Willis & Nikki Coyote  

New Business Circle Members:  
 

 The Clyde Theater  

US Bancorp Foundation  

 

    US Bancorp Foundation steps up to support affordable hous-
ing opportunities on Whidbey Island. All across the country their 
employees share a strong tradition of joining forces to build the 
great places we call home.   
   Thanks to the employees 
at US Bank in Freeland, we  
received a $1,000 donation 
from the US Bancorp Foun-
dation.  Freeland Branch 
Manager, Richard Newton 
Jr. said ò we wish we could 
�J�L�Y�H���D���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���D�P�R�X�Q�W�����Z�H�¶�O�O��
try for more next year.ò   We 
appreciate their efforts and 
we welcome them into the  
SCH Business Circle. 
____________________________________________________

 

   Itôs been a busy summer, weôve been fun/fund raising 
and sharing information about our organization. To reach 
some new folks, we hosted a series of ñHouse Parties.ò    
   We asked a few of our members to host the parties and 
invite their friends, colleagues and neighbors to join us 
and learn more about the housing challenges faced by our 
wage earning workforce, young people, artists and those who 
would like to age in place here on the Island.  
    We met some great people who are very excited about  
getting involved and becoming a part of the solution.  We 
encourage you to hold a house party of your own. It doesnôt 
have to be a big deal, it can be coffee and conversation. 
Please let us know if youôre interested, it will be lots of fun.  
   The last party of the summer turned into a big event...  
Steve and Laura Strehlau offered the use of their wonderful 
place for a large scale celebration. We ended up with over 100 
people at our ñIsland Luau.ò  Guests enjoyed a Hawaiian feast 
while listening to the sounds of Déjà Blooze. We had such a 
great turnout and such a great time 
weôre going to do  it again next sum-
mer (thanks to Steve & Lauraôs gener-
ous offer to host us again.)  We hope 
you can join us and bring your friends. 

 Employees at US Bank in Freeland give back 
  left to right: James, Dee, Cheryl and Richard 

 

1st Annual 

Island Luau 

Ornament Crafting Party 

Tuesday Oct. 13 - 6:00pm 

at The Paint Escape  

(1664 Main Street in Freeland) 
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glass brings out the artist in everyone 

Let us know if you can join us:    
331-4248  or sch@whidbey.com 

Shannon & Gwynne greet guests   

Volunteers Steve, Janet and Donna visit 
 with our host Laura Strehlau (in red) 

Our  host, Steve Strehlau 

Shellie & Lance enjoy the feast & the band 

Jack, Leslie, Chris, Dori, Danette & Chet promise to come back 


